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When you think of the future business leaders of the Olympia area, you wouldn't think of looking 
for them at an Italian restaurant on a Thursday evening. But that is exactly where I found the 
Young Professionals Network. Granted, I'd been told that is where they would be. It didn't lessen 
my surprise that it wasn't at some kind of conference center or something more fancy. It was a 
comfortably casual affair. 
 
The YPN, is exactly what the name implies. It is a group of men and women, mostly between the 
ages of 21 and 35, from all sorts of businesses around Thurston County. They meet on the first 
Thursday of every month at various locations to get to know others that are in the similar 
situation of pushing their careers off the ground and running. They also have a small discussion 
on ways to improve their business or employment, such as interviewing tips or the importance of 
professional dress. Attendees work in all types of industries like finance, entertainment, and even 
healthcare. 
 
These meetings are just the primary portion of the YPN activities. The secondary portion is what 
they call the Morning Buzz, where they meet to discuss different topics like minimum wage, 
local business ventures, the growing cannabis industry, and more over coffee or breakfast. 
 
While attendance at these meetings can range from half a dozen to around thirty, the 
conversation hardly grows stale. With first-timers coming in regularly, there are always more 
people there to expand anyone's network of associates. 
 
But why go to these meetings at all? How does the group improve the situation of any of its 
members? You can get out of it almost anything you go looking for. Brett, a financial advisor for 
Edward Jones, said, "I come to gain some exposure. I'm one of the newest in the industry around 
here, and getting my name out there will improve my business down the road." 
 
While Brett is looking for results more down the road, Jaron has already improved business for 
the chiropractic center he works with. "I have actually gained a good amount of business from 
coming to these meetings, either from the people I meet, or people they know." 
 
While interviewing and asking questions with the purpose of writing this article, even I gained 
advice and contacts that will expand my own network for possible future employment. And if 
nothing else, I found out about a theatre I can attend to see local plays and other entertainment. 
That alone is worth it for me. 
 
The saying is true. It isn't about what you know, it's about who you know. And the more people 
you know, the easier it will be to gain and improve business for yourself or your employer, find 
some kind of service you need, or even find a job. These individuals at the Young Professionals 
Network have taken this lesson to heart and are reaping the benefits of its application. You can 
be sure tomorrow's leaders of a multitude of industries are here. 
	


